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A Map ‘of tha Arctic Regions, Showing the
Land Discovered by the Russian Expedition
and Another Large Continent Which Ia
Believed to Exist There.

a New and Warm and Fertile
Land in the Dreary. Frozen North

OMMANDER WILKITZKY, of

the Russian flagship Talmyr,

who {5 now on his way back to
civilization after an extended trip of
exploration through the Arctic re-
glon, has just cabled the announce-
ment that he has discoverad a pew
continent ia the frozen North. He
took possession of the land in the
name of the Czar and christened it
“Nicholas II. Land.”

Further detalls of the discovery
are awalted with keen interest, for
the question of what, if any, land re-
mained to Le discovered in the Are-
tic regions has long been a subject

of debate with explorers, map
makers, meteorologists and other
scientists,

Commander Wilkitzky's cable dis-
patch gives only the bare fact of
his important discovery, but interest-
ing details concernlng it are con-
Lained in a letter sent by one of his
aldes, Lieutenant V. Petroff, to a
brother in America. This letter was
entrusted by Lieutenant Petroff to a
hunter bound back to Russia two
months before the expedition reached
A place where it was possible to send
a cable dispatch. As the hunter
chanced 10 travel back to civilization
by a shorter route than the one the
expedition took, he was able to post
hig_letter so that it reached New
by several days before the Com-
B cr's cablegram,
=r admonishing his brother not
tke his letter public until the
tlon’s success has been offi-
announced by the commanding
8", Lieutenant Petroff, says:

e have just discovered a con-
t most paradoxical in its nature,
ted in latitude 81 degrees North
in longitude 103 degrees East,
¥ s a land of geographical puzzles.
n we first saw its rocky shores
gi.estly eliffs, which possessed
minsus lustre, we all felt some-
uneasy., There was something
ting and strange in the mere
wy outlines of the forbidding
e, gnd the closer we salled the

stronger grew this peculiar feeling.
The frozen peaks seemed to emanate
a0 uncanny odor.

‘"We sailed for days along the coast
of the new land. While evervibing
along the southeastern shore gave
the impression of a land covered with
everlasting snow and ice, yet, as we
went farther toward the north, the
climate became more moderats and
l\;'[e saw traces of plant and animal

e.

“All our theories of scant vegeta-
ion in the Arctic regions went tn
pleces when we met a party of five
Yakut hunters who were on their
way back to Siberia. Sheitan, the
leader of the party, proved to be a
man of experience and considerable
intellect who also spoke fluent Rue-
slan. At first he was taciturn and
suspicious of us, but when he learned
that we were only scientists he be-
came quite friendly, especially to me,
and told me that there was a spat on
the desolate continent which was in-
habited not only by various strange
animals, but by what he super-
stitlously termed ‘ghosts’ He showed
me a fur that he had made of white
foxes and another of the plumes of
what he called ‘Arctic ostriches’
which he had shot in that region,

“Sheitan showed us shells of trans-
parent crystal-like appearance which
he said were the egg-shells of pe-
culiar birds found on this new con-
tinent. They were as thick as the
shells of an oyster and as large as
swans' eggs. These birds, he said.
had no feathers, but long erow-white
halr. According to his dezerintion
the birds had feet like the ostrichs
and very small wings which they
flapped in the air when they ran.
With the exception of an Arctic
eagle, which he described as of an
abnormally large size, he could not
tell us anything further of animal
life of the continent.

However, he said there were deep
vallers and high mountains, some of
Which smgked ke huge chimneys,
while others had wells of boiling
water. Around that region he had

seen trees, flowers and high grass
growing as they do in southern
climes. This is what he told ma
of his last journey:

“'We Thad seen the smoking
mountaing from a distance on two
previous occaslons. But we had
never dared to approach them, for
there is an old story that smoking
mountaing are the abodes of evil
epirits. We heard a hollow rum-
bling from the direction of the
peaks, ag It the armies of Inferno
were engaged In a fierce battle, We
prayed and turned around. WWhen
we saw them for the third time, we
did not hear any roar, and after
many hours of meditation we de-
clded to explore them.

“*‘Our way was very difficult, as
we had to ekirt yawning precipices,
climb steep rocks covered with lee
and cross rivers of steaming water.
But when we arrived at the summit
of one of the peaks we beheld on
the other side a wide green valley
hundreds of miles in extent. It
looked like a fairyland to us after
80 many weeks of snow and ice.
There were huge trees with queer-
shaped leaves and many were in
bloom. The alr was warm and
balmy. Small rivulets of warm
water ran down from the steam-
ing mountains where snow-clad
peaks stretched high above the
clouds. In spite of the enternal
Winter that prevailed outside, there
seemed 10 be everlasting Summer in
the valley itself. Many of the trees
had fruit and nuts that tasted delici-
ous, and deer were feeding here and
thers. None of the animals in that
wonderful land of eternal green
seemed to be afraid of man. We
patted the various birds while they
were sltting in their nests and star-
ing at us with their big, calm eyes.

“‘As it was evident that there was
no fear of wild animals or lack of
food, we decided to remain. We
had plenty of ammunition for hunt-
ing, and there was an abundance of
delicious fish in the rivers and eggs,
fruit and berries would supply the
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An Auroral Curtain Photographed During a Polar Night.

But this
the sun

rest of our meals rlchly.
was the Summer, when
never set nor rose,

“*"We decided to risk it, however,
and began to build a small log cabin
and gather fuel. We bullt a stove
of rock for cooking our meals. Then
provisions of birds, dried fish and
venigon were accumulated system-
atically., We were ready with all
our preparations before the seasonal
sunset, which meant the turning
point of our life. Every moment we
expected snow and a lowering of
the temperature to zero and below.

“Who can deseribe our great sur-
prise when we found that the cold
of the Winter that raged evervwhere
around was unknown here? Life in
that magic valley went on tle same
as during the Summer, The chief
difference was in the follage, which
became a pale yellow instead of dark
green, The blossoms of the Winter
flowers were mostly gray or white,
and the grass had a corresponding
colorless appearance. But, neverthe-

less, everything continued to grow
just the same., The weather slightly
cooler, but there was never a sign
of frost or snow such as was visible
on the mountains. The ghastly glow
of the nurora borealis was so bril-
liant that one could see evervthing
clearly for a long distance. This new
light was sufficlent for life.

“*"We would have remained longer
in this strange garden of the north,
if something had not happened that
filled us with horror. Ope night
when we had gone to sleep in our
beds of dried grass and leaves wo
wero awakened by a wvolce that
roared like thunder. We jumped up
in a fright and looked around but
there was nothing out of the or-
dinary to be seen, and after a few
mjnutes the noise ceased. But as
soon as we had gone to bed agaln
the same volce came groaning louder
than ever.

“‘Little by little we began to sece
what looked Illke monstrous phan-
toms, flliting about among the trees

Thie Curtain Was of a Pale Straw Yellow Color. The Vary-
ing Intensity of Its Brilliant Rays and the Way It Seemed to Wave and Fold Made a Most Wonderful Spectacle.

along the mountain's sides. It
seemed to be these strange crea-
tures that made that terrifying noise.

“‘We were very uneasy for many
days and nights untl] we discovered
that the shadowy shapes which were
everywhere in the woods never did
any harm either to the animals or to
us. Gradually we became accustomed
to their noisy visitations and paid
them no heed.

““When the first rays of the rising
sun came a great change fell on the
valley., The trees began to turn
green and the flowers turned from a
monotonous white te thelr former
brilliant colors. And the dismal
phantoms seemed to have vanished
without leaving any trace that they
had been there. Under the cheering
influence of the Summer san wo be-
gan to think that perhaps our eyes
had deceived us and that what we
had thought phantoms were only
clouds of steam from the mountains
to which the ghastly glow of the
aurora borealis gave a supernatural

aspect, And their groaning—might
it not have been the rumble of the
smoling mountains which had so
alarmed us before entering the val-
ley? Soon after this we left the
beautiful country and have never
been able to locate it again.' j

“This remarkable story told me by
a nomadic Yakut of Siberla, gives an
idea of the strange character of the
newly discovered continent.

“That the continent contains a
broad valley which {s heated by the
volcanic energy of the earth and pro-
tected by high rocky mountains from
the cold winds i3 plausible. Factors
now unknown to us may be the
means of maintaining a highly de-
veloped animal and vegerable life
throughout the dark Winter without
any direct Influence of the sun and
in a region which {s completely
surrounded by fce and snow. Atany
rate T belleve that our location of this
new continent will prove one of the
most important scientific discoveries
of the century.”

Some

UDENTS of insanity are discoy-
ering that the illogical and
fantastic pictures which many

lunatics are fond of drawing are val-
uable indications of a patient’s state
of mind and may be of considerable
assistance to physicians in diagnos-
ing the character and extent of
mental disease.

As with drawings made by chil-
dren, far more is o be learned from
a lunatic’s drawings than from his
speech or writing, because the draw-
ing is more spontaneous and & mora
accurate revelation of the action of
the mind. The previous ability ot
the Insane is, of course, taken into
consideration, for the variation from
the normal is directly related to the
usual or normal state, and the artist
when insane may do things that the
man or woman wbo never did any
artistic work before can not do.

For example, in a German asylum
is a man who was formerly a suc-
cessful artist. But the plc*vres he
now tries to draw are the worst
crudities, with less form and reason
than even a child in the kindergar-
ten would be able to show. This in-
dicates plainly how seriously af-
feoted he i{s buth in perception and
in muscular control,

In judging the drawlngs of insane

wi‘ .

P

|
s .'“.i'.s:‘ 19
B3 R0t

Sig=s
=
BT ROV )

Really Crazy Pictures---All Drawn by Hopeless

(s ! £ :
LR T T SR YT T T

A Characteristic Example of the
Hlogleal, Unfinished Pletures Maide by
the Insane. Only a Part of the Horke's
Hody and Two of Iin Legs Are Shown,
While Lts Head Jas een Made (o
Look Like m Serpent's. The Riders
Body §s Missing, and His Head Is Sua-
pended Above the Saddle in a Swing
Formed by the Stirripsy, Which Hang
in Midalr,

persons German scientists take *uto
conslderation the individual facility
as such and the abllity to perceive
imperfections, the fantastic activity
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Ax¥lum. At First Glance the

Birds Is All Out of

A Manlac's Absurd Attempt to Pleture the Seaport Town Where He Lived Before His
Drawing Looks Idike m
n Closer Exmpination Shows Its Insane Inconsistenclen.,

Commwitment to the

Fairly Creditable Plece of Work for an Amnteur, but

The Size of His Men and Women and Some [
Proportion to the Sizxe of His Bulldings,

Ile Shows a Man Propelllug 8 Thres-Masted

Salling Vessel with an Oar, Whaille Another Craft is Balanced on Ita Bowr with Its Stern Lifted High Out of

fthe Water,
Betyween Sea and Sky,

manifest in decorative and depictive
power, and the primitive soul which
is laid bare with a frankness no sann
person would show. A great deal
also depends, of course, upon
whether the drawings were made
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In the tipper Right Hand Corner of the Plcture Is

spontaneously or at the suggestion
of an attendant or physician.

Many of the insane draw the same
pleture over and over again, without
much variation. One will draw
sheep whenever he gets hold of a
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the Glgantic I"gure of a Man FPolwed Midway

pencll, and they are all the same
sheep. He will cover an entire sheet
of paper with sheep. Another draws
his “enemy” and caricatures him out
of revenge. Often the servanls in
the asylum are considered the chief
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This In the IZffort of n Viclently In-
sane Mnon to Depiet the Wife Whose
Throat He Cut on Her Wedding Night,
He Never Attempts Any Other Subject,
but Driwns This Same Ploture Over and
Over Again Hundreda of Times a Day,
A Remarkable Thing Is the Fnet That
He Never Varies the Lines of FHin
Composition In the Slightest Degree,
but Mokens All the Pletures Allke.

enemies and they are ecarlecatured
cndlessly, One patient drew the

cook, with bars between her and
food, which was to be her punish-

Lunatics

ment. Those who {magine them-
selves the victims of persecution—a
very common type of insanlty—
draw pictures of their persecutors.
Others who imakine that a theft iz
about to take place draw a plctura
of the thief and, laying it down, eay,
“Now he can't steal, for I have him."”
A drawing by an insane engraver
shows that he believes that he is be-
ing pursued by the French authorl-
ties. He thinks that he has been
sent fo Paris by the Kaiser to take
care of the President. He has drawn
a court of Justice in which the
Church and the Devil, with end-
less demons, play the chief parts,

Monomaniacs in their drawings
often display a wonderful care for
details, carrying them so far as to
almost obliterate the drawings. The
combination of writing and drawing
is common. Feeling the inadequacy
of words, the insane iry to picture
their thoughts to fill out the mean-
ing more completely.

German scientists are dovoling'
more and more attention to the
study of these drawings made by the
insane, hoping to galn clues as to
the operation of the minds of the
poor unfortunates so that they may
treat the suffierers more success-
fully. ’




